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Contractor Skill-Building Series — Launch Your RainWise Business
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This series is designed for people who want to start their own RainWise business but
need help getting started.

RainWise seeks to increase the numbers of installations in Seattle within combined
sewer basins.

Content is adapted from the RainWise Academy, a 12-week course hosted by
RainWise program staff and South Seattle College in 2020.

Additional resources available at 700milliongallons.org/rainwise/contractor-
Yesources.
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CISTERN

RainWise cisterns are specially
equipped to let water trickle out
slowly during the winter months.
This ensures the cistern empties after
each storm and is ready to fill during
the next rainfall.

RainWise rebates provide funding for private
property owners to hire RainWise-

trained contractors to install rain gardens and/or
cisterns to manage the rain that falls on their
roofs.

RainWise installations can help stop sewer
overflows and prevent flooding. Besides managing
stormwater, rain gardens add attractive
landscaping and cisterns can provide a source of
summer water if the low-flow valve is closed in the
late spring.
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‘ RAINWISE CONTRACTOR BENEFITS
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Meet potential Business listing on Additional skill-building, Promotion on
_customers at our the RainWise networking & RainWise social
in-person & online Find-a-Contractor information-sharing media outlets

events page opportunities
() )
* Complete RainWise Contractor Orientation RainWise
T |
- Be alicensed and bonded contractor in the State of Washington. GheE. A,

* Submit your Seattle business license and WA Contractor’s License to rainwise@seattle.gov

100milliongallons.org/rainwise/find-a-contractor



mailto:rainwise@seattle.gov
http://700milliongallons.org/rainwise/find-a-contractor

DISCLAIMER

RainWise Contractors are independent businesses.

Do your research and consult financial
experts.

Research and understand how you will
pay yourself, your reporting
responsibilities, and tax liabilities.

Take time to evaluate pros and cons of
becoming self-employed.

Evaluate now and decide on changes
needed to reach your goals.
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YOUR FRIENDS IN GOVERNMENT

Today we will cover:

* Local, State and Federal Government
agencies that you will be interacting
with

* Tax payments and when to file

* Resources and links to more
information
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How to Start Your RainWise Business

R ~ W This document has been compiled as a step-by-step guide to help you form your successful RainWise business. Follow the steps from Left to Right in the
aimvvise e ) )
g flowchart below. ($) signs indicate areas where money will be required.
G e, _E,, Links on the back of this flowchart will direct you to the webpages where you can complete each step.

To become a RainWise Contractor, all documents in the last column will need to be submitted to Tasha Basset at tasha.bassett@seattle.gov.

1. Research & Develop your company name
Q Conduct WA Corporation Search
Q Verify name is not US Trademarked

2. Register with the IRS

H 3. Find a Registered Agent ($)

4. File with the WA Secretary of State ($)

E O EINNumber g Sr:laﬁ‘;ubseir:ess entity, receive Certificate of Formation
O Develop your DBA names (if applicable)
2
Small Business Loan or Line of Credit 5. Open a Business Bank Account
(if applicable) You will need your EIN Number & UBI Number
4 ——
< 6. Register w/ WA Department
> .
S| | 12. Apply for Contractor 11. Contractor Surety 10. Purchase Liability 9. Register w/ City of e Lo of Revenue
5 Registration w/L&I ($) Bonding ($) Insurance ($) Seattle ($) zmplovmen:::ctuﬁtv mm:;f:w & g 3.,‘:" StA:tceo:::i:es: License
g-., O Contractor License O Bonded 0 Insurance Policy O City Business License a L&IDN‘up.mbert 5 Eyea O Trade Names (f applicable)
() 3 DOR Account for filing excise taxes
2
= 15. Set up Social Media Accounts Publish your 14. Purchase & Build 13. Purchase your
= (If desired) website your website(s) ($) domain name(s) ($)
§ LinkedIn, FB, Instagram, NextDoor
e <
% - 9. City of Seattle 12. Washington State 16. Complete 17. Complete RainWise 18. Complete COVID-19
o 2 Business License Contractor License W-9 Form Questionnaire Safety Plan
=)
v

https://www.700milliongallons.org/rainwise/contractor-resources/
https://700milliongallons.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/How-to-Start-your-Rainwise-Biz final.pdf
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https://700milliongallons.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/How-to-Start-your-Rainwise-Biz_final.pdf

YOUR RAINWISE BUSINESS

The next slide is a 45-minute video that
explains the government agencies you
will interact with as you run your
RainWise business.

Here is the webpage if the video doesn’t play:
vimeo.com/696214534/73437dcf75

¢ The video is from a live Zoom recording of
a class from 2020, as part of the RainWise
Academy, a 12-week course hosted by
RainWise and South Seattle College.

* RainWise contractor Jake Harris from Stone
Soup Gardens is the course instructor.

Time Stamps in the video:

Filing and Reporting Taxes: start at 9:30

IRS Reporting: 10:25

WA State Reporting: 22:00

Your Secure Access WA (SAW) Account: 24:00
Sales Tax: 30:09

Reseller’s Permit: 38:30
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https://vimeo.com/696214534/73437dcf75

RAINWISE ACADEMY VIDEO LINK

Reporting & Getting the Job Done "=

e IRS e City of Seattle
e WA State Seattle Public Utilities (SPU)
Department of Revenue Seattle Department of
Secretary of State Transportation (S-DOT)
 Labor & Industries o Seattle Department of
 Employment Security Construction & Inspections
Department (SDCI)
> Department of Social and Health e King County
Services (DSHS) Wastewater Treatment Division
e Seattle (WTD)

License & Tax Administration

2020-00-17 18:54:22




YOUR FRIENDS IN GOVERNMENT

Today we covered:

* Local, State and Federal
Government agencies that you
will be interacting with

¢ Tax payments and when to file

* Resources and links to more
information
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HOMEWORK & RESOURCES

To access your homework and resources, go to:

700milliongallons.org/rainwise/contractor-resources/contractor-skill-building

» This is the RainWise Skill-Building landing page, which is a subpage on
the RainWise Contractor Resources webpage.

 Homework is to continue with the tasks to set up your business in WA
using the WA Small Business Guide and review the Small Business tax
workshop information from the IRS.

« Additional questions? Email rainwise@seattle.gov and put “New
Contractor Question” in the subject line.
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