Big Roof Case Study

St Luke's Episcopal Church
5710 22nd Ave NW

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is located in Ballard.
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Project Summary
Located in the Ballard neighborhood of Seattle, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church’s mission is to love all their neighbors.
They provide several community services, such as the Edible Hope meal program, which serves about 2,000 meals
per month, and the St. Luke’s Urban Garden (SLUG), a neighborhood P-patch. They also provide shelter for the
surrounding homeless population through the Seattle Housing and Resource Effort (SHARE). St. Luke’s
commitment to their community expanded to protect the environment by joining the RainWise Program. Their
installation includes six cisterns and a beautiful rain garden, managing rainwater runoff from a total of over 16,600
square feet of roof area. The project
keeps nearly 84,000 gallons of stormwater out of the combined sewer system every year,
allows the church community to be a part of the solution for stormwater pollution,
captures and filters stormwater run-off from the roof, and
protects Lake Union and the Ship Canal from combined sewer system overflows.
The project was completed in February 2018, with a total of $64,765 covered by the RainWise rebate program.

For more information, please visit: rainwise.seattle.gov
Alternative Formats Available—Call 206-633-0224 or TTY:711

St Luke's Episcopal Church
Environmental Stewardship
The idea to get RainWise started in St. Luke’s Urban Garden (SLUG). This
community garden has plots for neighbors to grow vegetables, a
gathering space, a Little Free Library, and a flower-and-herbs cutting
garden open to all. Britt Olson, St Luke’s Vicar, found out about cisterns
when asking about best practices for summer irrigation. Parishioner
Susan Young just installed a RainWise installation at her house from
Roseann Barnhill of Aster Rosa Ecology. The three worked together to
install six cisterns and one rain garden on St. Luke’s property. The project
not only beautifies the landscape, but also helps with storm water
management and serves the greater community.

“RainWise fits perfectly with our mission to be a good example to our neighbors,
housed and unhoused and also to the Earth.”

Six cisterns are placed at different building
on the property.

Britt Olson, Vicar at St. Luke’s Church

Aster Rosa Ecology partnered with DIRT Corps (Duwamish Infrastructure
Restoration Training) to install the large-scale project. DIRT Corps
members checked rain garden calculations, shoveled dirt, maneuvered
wheelbarrows, conferred in English and Spanish, and planted plants.
DIRT Corps grew most of the plants as part of a horticultural training
module. They divided sedges, started plants from cuttings, and nurtured
bare root plants. The finished rain garden serves as a beautiful focal
point for the central courtyard and is visible from the street as well.

“I chose aspens for a couple reasons: they are tall and
narrow, so you can see through them, which keeps the
rain garden open and less habitable. Also, they are so
community-oriented and resilient, just like St. Luke’s
they share a root system, and are connection points in
landscapes - an aspen grove is a Northwest oasis.”

The six cisterns can hold a capacity of
16,500 gallons.

Rosanne Barnhill, Aster Rosa Ecology

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church uses their RainWise installation to promote
green infrastructure in the local community. They encourage other
congregations to learn more about RainWise and to go through the
program. Project partners include church leadership, Seattle Public
Utility staff, RainWise outreach staff and the creative design talents of
the RainWise contractor, Aster Rosa Ecology.

Aster Rosa Ecology tucked away the
cisterns around the property.

About RainWise
RainWise is a joint program between Seattle Public Utilities and King County
Wastewater Treatment Division that provides rebates for rain gardens and
cisterns to private property owners in eligible areas. Rain gardens and cisterns
help control stormwater, reducing sewer overflows and the erosion of hillsides
and stream banks. We’ll help you determine if your property qualifies.

For more information, please visit: rainwise.seattle.gov
Case study completed by Urban Systems Design. Contact us at 206-678-2604 or email at Sonja.rainwise@gmail.com.

